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Hindu scriptures have stories to enlighten everyone in the world. Even the 
lowest of the low in morality can become a saint. Every sinner has a future and 
every saint had a past is proved by these stories. Stories of Arunagirinathar and 
Bilvamangala are of interesting reading. Ramakrishna Paramahamsa also 
shows how a prostitute reached heaven, while his next door neighbour was 
taken to hell.  

 

Two years ago I wrote an article and posted here under the title “Connection 
between William Wordworth and Dattatreya” in which I mentioned Dattreya 
learnt even from a prostitute. Pingala, a prostitute, was  one of his 24 
Gurus/Teachers. From her he learnt waiting unnecessarily for transient 
pleasures is wrong. She herself realised this when her client never turned up. It 
is Bhagavatha Purana. 

 

1.Story of Bilvamangala 

Bilvamangala became a great devotee of Lord Krishna after a stormy life. In his 
youth he was attached to a prostitute by name Cintamani. He was ready to do 
anything to enjoy her. On a stormy night he went to her, by crossing a river by 
holding a dead body and scaling the wall of her house by catching hold of a 
serpent under the impression that it was a rope. The woman, who was greatly 
surprised, remarked such devotion he was having towards her would only add 
to his miseries, but that such devotion if directed to the lord would lead him to 
liberation (Mukti). This remark transformed Bilvamangala into an ardent 
worshipper of Lord Krishna. He then composed his “Sri Krishna Karnamruta”.  
The study of this work would foster devotion towards Lord Krishna. 



2.Story of Arunagiri 

 

Arunagirinathar is one of the Tamil saints who lived in the 15th century. His 
work ‘Tiruppukaz’ on Lord Skanda is the most famous work on Lord Skanda 
known as Murukan in Tamil. All the Carnatic music concerts will have at least 
one Thiruppukaz song. 

 

Arunagirinathar  visited every prostitute in his town. He used all the money left 
by his parents. His sister was living in utter poverty and yet he always went to 
her for money. She was his guardian after the death of his parents. One day he 
had uncontrollable lust and begged his sister for money so that he could visit a 
prostitute. His sister who lost all the jewellery and money just to satisfy 
Arunagiri’s bad habits said to him in all desperation, “Look, I have no more 
money on me. You can use my body to satisfy your lust”. Those words sparked 
a fire in him and enlightened him. Arunagiri burst into tears and felt sad. He 
repented that he became an animal thougt that it was not worth living any 
more. He ran straight to the Temple tower in Tiruvannamlai and jumped down 
from the top. Lord Murukan came and held him in his hands because of his 
previous good karma (Good actions in his previous births) and intense prayer 
of his sister. Later he started composing poems in a new genre and till this day 
no one surpassed him in that ‘Sandha’ style. 

 

3.Prostitute Story told by Sri Rama Krishna Paramahamsa 

 

An ascetic dwelt by the side of a temple. There was the house of a harlot in 
front. Seeing the constant concourse of men in the prostitute’s house, the 
ascetic one day called her and censured her. The poor prostitute became 
extremely sorry for her misdeeds, and with genuine inward repentance prayed 
to God beseeching forgiveness. But as prostitution was her profession, she 
could not easily adopt any other means of earning her livelihood. 



 

 

The ascetic saw that his advice produced no effect upon her. He started 
counting the number of people visiting her by putting a pebble for each visitor 
and in course of time there arose a big heap of pebbles. He called her and 
advised her again showing the heap of pebbles. She prayed more intensely 
after seeing her heap of sins. She died one day and by the strange will of God 
the ascetic also died on the same day. 

 

Messengers of Vishnu came and took the prostitute to the heaven. 
Messengers of Yama (God of Death) came and took the ascetic to the hell. 
Seeing the prostitute going towards heaven he questioned the judgement of 
God. The messengers of Vishnu said, “The decree of God is always just; as you 
think, so you reap. You passed your life in external show and vanity. That is 
why God has given you this. The prostitute earnestly prayed to god day and 
night. Look at the treatment which your body and her body receiving. Your 
‘body’ never sinned and so it was decorated with flowers and taken in a 
procession. But the prostitute’s ‘body’ which had sinned is torn to pieces by 
the animals. She was pure in heart, but your heart was always contemplating 
her sins and thus you became impure. You were the real prostitute and not 
she.” 
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